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Dr. Tyler Forrest is
New President of TWU

Dr. Tyler Forrest began his role as President of 
Tennessee Wesleyan University on July 1, 2022. 

Prior to joining TWU, Dr. Forrest was the Vice 
Chancellor for Finance and Administration at the 
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. He is the first 
TWU President to have been born and raised in Athens, 
Tennessee, where he resides with his wife, Emily, and 
their two children, Caroline and Benjamin.

Dr. Robert Goodfriend, TWU Board Chair, stated that 
“Tyler Forrest is the right person at the right time. He 
has the background to build on the exceptional 
accomplishments of retiring President Dr. Harley 
Knowles. His proven talents on the operational side of 
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Pascarella and Ballard
Begin New Roles

Lou Pascarella will serve as Assistant 
Professor and Cynthia Ballard will serve 
as Goodfriend School of Business (GSOB) 
Coordinator. 

Mr. Pascarella will teach Accounting 
courses such as Intermediate Accounting 
I, Managerial Accounting, and Tax 
Accounting in the Fall term, and 
Principles of Accounting I, Principles of 
Accounting II, and Advanced Accounting 
in the Spring. He will also be one of the 
faculty advisors to the Bulldog 
Investment Club (BIC).
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“We are very excited to have Dr. Tyler Forrest at Tennessee Wesleyan and look forward to working with him to 
help our university excel.” – Dr. Martha Maddox, Associate Dean for the Goodfriend School of Business
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of higher education, his energy, commitment, and deep knowledge of best practices, the state, and the 
community are the perfect complement to support and build on our strong academics, student life, and 
athletics. We couldn’t be more excited to bring such a talented higher education executive to Tennessee 
Wesleyan University.”

Dr. Forrest earned a Ph.D. in Learning and Leadership from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, 
where he also earned his M.B.A. and B.A. in Business Administration. Additionally, he is a McMinn 
County High School graduate and a product of the Athens City School System.

Dr. Forrest currently serves on the SACSCOC Reaffirmation Leadership Committee and is involved in 
many organizations within the Athens community. These include the McMinn County Library Board of 
Directors, Athens City Council Advisory Committee, and the McMinn County Regional Humane Society 
Board of Directors. Dr. Forrest and his family are active members of Eastanallee Baptist Church. 

Upon his selection as TWU's 21st president, Dr. Forrest offered this statement, “I am thrilled at the 
opportunity to serve Tennessee Wesleyan University in my hometown of Athens. It is an honor to follow 
Dr. Knowles, who, along with the TWU team, has put the campus in an excellent position. I look forward 
to working closely with the students, faculty, staff, and community to advance TWU to even greater 
heights. A special word of thanks is owed to Board Chair Bobby Goodfriend, Search Chair Jim Winer, the 
Board of Trustees, and the Search Committee, who invested countless hours into the search process. I 
am very thankful for their support. My family and I are incredibly excited to be a part of TWU.”

Welcome Back Reception
For GSOB Students

Dr. Martha Maddox, Associate Dean of the Goodfriend School of Business, 
together with GSOB faculty and staff welcomed returning and new students
to campus at a “meet-and-greet” reception held on August 25, 2022, in Elliott 

Hall.

Dr. Tyler Forrest, new President of TWU, greeted the students in attendance and 
spoke about the importance of community and staying involved.

Ms. Anne Montgomery, Chair of the Goodfriend School 
of Business, informed students about the upcoming 
GSOB Travel Abroad opportunity to Barcelona, France, & 
Italy,  March 2-11, 2023. (See accompanying article beginning on page 4).

She encouraged interested students to take advantage of the Bulldog 
Connection Program to assist with paying for the travel expenses. 
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Payt Bussey, President of the Business Investment Club (BIC), shared information with 
returning and new students and invited them to join. BIC is a student-led investment 
management club in which students learn wise investment practices. The student 
investment fund, initially established by the generous contributions of Ric and BJ 
Galberaith, now exceeds $100,000. BIC meets the first and third Tuesdays of each month 
at noon in the Ginny Elliott Financial Services Center (Elliott 305). Lunch is provided.

Jackson Lollis, President of FBLA Collegiate (formerly PBL), 
shared information about the organization with those present. 
FBLA Collegiate prepares students for future careers in 
business and increases awareness of local businesses and business leaders 
and the responsibility they hold in the community. 

Other FBLA Collegiate officers are Olivia Sargla, Vice President, Ayana Fogtman, 
Secretary, and L. Conner Grisar, Public Relations Representative. Annual dues are $30. 

Faculty sponsors are Ms. Julianne Hale, Ms. Dana Hammontree, and Ms. Wendy Pierce. 

Beginning on Tuesday, September 27, FBLA Collegiate will meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 11:00. 
Lunch will be provided for FBLA Collegiate members. The guest speaker this month will be Tim Tatum, who will 
discuss mental health wellness strategies for students and the impact of stress and anxiety.

Business Investment Club Convenes

Seventeen students attended the first meeting of the academic 
year for the Business Investment Club (BIC) on August 30. 
President Payt Bussey discussed the purpose and structure of the 
club and provided an overview of BIC initiatives. 

Initially established through the contributions of Ric and BJ 
Galberaith, the student investment fund now exceeds $100,000. 

Interested BIC members were invited to travel to the New York 
Stock Exchange in October, together with the students in the 
BUS 457 “Financial Investments” course taught by Mr. Sandy Maddox. 
BIC meets the first and third Tuesdays of each month at noon in the
Ginny Elliott Financial Services Center (Elliott 305). Faculty sponsors 
are Mr. Sandy Maddox, Mr. Lou Pascarella, Ms. Dana 
Hammontree, and Dr. Rufus Beaty.
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Travel Abroad to Barcelona, France, & Italy – March 2023

Dr. Martha Maddox, Associate Dean, will be leading participating students on a Travel Abroad opportunity 
to Barcelona, France and Italy. The dates of the international trip are March 2, 2023, through March 11, 
2023, which will coincide with Spring Break.  Mr. Sandy Maddox and Ms. Anne Montgomery will also serve 
as faculty chaperones.

Academic credit for the trip can be earned for the BUS 391 course (Cross-Cultural Management and Travel). 
This course is required for GSOB students pursuing an emphasis in International Business. Students should 
contact Dr. Maddox or Ms. Anne Montgomery, GSOB Chair, for information about academic credit. 

The tentative itinerary for the trip is as follows:

Day 1: Airline travel

Day 2 – Day 3: Barcelona

Day 4: Provence

Day 5: Côte d’Azur & Monaco

Day 6 – Day 7: Florence

Day 8 – Day 9: Rome                                                                                      GSOB Students on previous 
trips to Barcelona and Italy

Day 10: Airline travel

The trip is registered on the Explorica website at www.explorica.com/Maddox‐427

Interested students should consider taking advantage of the TWU Bulldog Connection program. See 
accompanying article below.

Bulldog Connection Offers Travel Abroad Matching Funds

The Bulldog Connection was established as part of the university’s new Quality Enhancement Plan. Through 
this initiative, students are able to receive “matching funds” that allow them to participate in approved 
university-sponsored travel. 

The student may contribute $500 each year, and the university will match it $500. This gives the student 
$1000 per year, and it can accumulate for a total of $3000 available. The Bulldog Connection will match up 
to $500 per year to those students who are paying into the savings fund. Students are welcome to pay an 
unlimited amount, but the match will only be applicable for the first $500 annually (maximum match 
$1,500). 

“This is a great opportunity for all of our students,” explained Dr. Stacy Swafford, Associate Professor for 
the GSOB. “It will help underwrite the costs of travel, and students will be able to see their classroom 
learning applied to real-world events.” 
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Knopf Attending KLU in Hamburg

Aylin Knopf, a 2021 graduate of TWU and the Goodfriend School of Business, is attending 
Kühne Logistics University in Hamburg, Germany. She is pursuing a Master of Science in 
Global Logistics and Supply Chain Management. Students in this program study the first year 
in Hamburg, with a final semester abroad at a partner school. While at TWU, Aylin 
completed a double emphases in Finance and International Business. She received 
Goodfriend travel scholarship to complete a finance internship in Costa Rica.  Aylin was 
recipient of the prestigious B.T. Hutson Award for Most Outstanding Business Student. 
Congratulations, Aylin!

Pascarella and Ballard Begin New Roles
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Mr. Pascarella earned his M.B.A. from the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga and his baccalaureate degree 
from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Prior to joining TWU full time, Mr. Pascarella was CFO where he led 
a team through growth, acquisition and then the sale of a multi-entity corporation in the food animal business 
sector. Other previous roles included managing director and partner of a full-service CPA firm, CFO and interim 
CEO of a manufacturing and service business, and various other accounting, audit, and financial management 
roles in business. Mr. Pascarella served as an adjunct instructor for TWU from 1998-2013. 

When not in the classroom, he enjoys traveling to visit family and friends. He and his wife Marty have 3 adult 
children, all of whom are married. Mr. Pascarella stated that he is an avid sports fan and occasional participant.

“Lou is very passionate about our students’ collegiate experience, and we are glad he is here to share his 
expertise,” said Dr. Martha Maddox, Associate Dean.

Ms. Ballard will handle the executive assistant responsibilities within the GSOB, which includes coordinating 
events, updating class schedules, ordering textbooks, reviewing budgets, making purchases, and more. Along 
with these tasks, she will assist Dr. Stacy Swafford with the MBA program and Mrs. Anne Montgomery with the 
LITE House.

She earned her baccalaureate degree from TWU through the GSOB Management Excellence program. Employed 
by TWU for three years, Ms. Ballard was previously in the Student Financial Services Department and worked as 
an administrative assistant to Mrs. Linda Garza in the Social Work Program. Prior to working for TWU, she 
worked for 14 years as an office assistant for a dental practice. 

Her daughter Laken is a TWU alumnus, board-certified Doctor of Osteopathy, and a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy. 
Laken and her husband Robert live in Maryland. According to Ms. Ballard, she has two granddogs, Loki and 
Rocket, and a cat named Cat. She enjoys traveling, walking, listening to podcasts, and spending time with her 
friends. 

“Cynthia has been instrumental to helping all of the students, faculty and staff have a great start in 2022,” said 
Dr. Martha Maddox, Associate Dean. “We are glad she has joined the GSOB faculty.”
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NEST – LITE House Hosts Women Entrepreneurs

The “NEST” – the LITE House’s newest initiative – is embodying the principle that birds of a feather flock 
together.

Founded specifically as a group for women entrepreneurs, NEST stands for Networking, Excelling, and 
Serving Together! NEST is one of many entrepreneurial programs being offered through The LITE House 
Innovation Center. The acronym LITE means "Leading Innovators To Excel." 

On August 31, about 35 women gathered for the inaugural NEST breakfast at 
the event space connecting the LITE House and White Street Market. The 
keynote speaker was Mary Maddox of Maddox Marketing & Media. 

Mary earned her MBA in Marketing and Management from Tennessee 
Wesleyan University. She also has a Bachelor of Science in Digital Media 
and a Bachelor of Science in Business Marketing from Lee University. 

Mary, who owns her own marketing business, knows firsthand how critical 
digital marketing is, especially for organizations striving to grow their brand 
awareness. She shared practical tips about social media marketing with women of the NEST.

“We discussed social media publishing tools, various 
designing platforms, digital business cards, and much 
more,” she explained. “I was so excited to answer the 
many questions about marketing from women who are 
building their businesses in the Athens community.”

The LITE House Director Anne Montgomery and Associate Director Lisa Dotson 
are spearheading the NEST’s programming. Although the initial breakfast 
focused on social media, the next event will offer women advice on 
QuickBooks, an accounting software.

All NEST meetings are free and open to the public. Although the programming 
will seek to serve a variety of interests, Dotson explained that women helping 
women is the common thread.

“The goal is to offer consistent networking opportunities for women business 
owners to enhance their awareness, build their brand, and create a safe haven
for them to network and support each other,” Dotson said. 

Editor of The Dashboard: Dr. Dan Gilbert
Contributors: Ms. Ashley Copeland
Associate Dean: Dr. Martha Maddox


